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Russian Foreign Policy
Political Science 555

Spring 2008
Ted Hopf

2176 Derby Hall

614 292 3392 hopf.2@osu.edu
http://psweb.sbs.ohio-state.edu/faculty/thopf/
Class meetings: 930am-1115am, Tuesdays and Thursdays, Knowlton 019
Office Hours: 1-3pm, Thursdays

What used to be Soviet domestic policy has now become Russian foreign policy. With the collapse of the Soviet Union Moscow’s Foreign Ministry found itself with 14 new countries with which it had to develop some kind of political relationship. In this course we will explore Russia’s relations with Central Asia (Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, and Kazakhstan), the Caucasus (Armenia, Georgia, and Azerbaijan), the Baltic (Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia) and Ukraine, Belarus, and Moldova.

While sufficient attention will be given to the Soviet past, most of our focus will be on the Russian present and possible futures. The main themes we will explore in order to make sense of Russia’s new international relationships involve many issues, but we will be particularly mindful of national identity, diasporas, political economy, domestic interest groups, religion, great power politics, culture, and the interrelationships of all these factors.

Course Expectations

The course will be divided into lectures and discussions of the readings. 

Class participation, defined as comments, criticisms, and analyses of the readings, lecture, and issues raised in discussion will be worth 1/3 of your final grade. This means coming to the discussion classes having done all the readings and being prepared to critically analyze and integrate them with other readings, lecture materials, and previous class discussions.
There is no final exam. There is no midterm exam. There are no quizzes. Your final paper is worth 2/3 of your final grade. There are 14 non-Russian post-Soviet republics. Each of you will select one of these countries and write a final research paper of 25-30 pages. (Expectations and requirements for the paper are provided separately) I would suggest getting to work on it immediately.
The final paper will be due on 7 June, Noon, via email as attached Word document.
Academic Misconduct: It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct.  The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations.  Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487).  For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct: (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp).
Disability Services: Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs.  The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

25 March
Realism, Liberalism, Constructivism and the IR of the Post-Soviet Space

27 March
Russia’s World Historical Position
1 April
Discussion of:

Iver Neumann, “Russia’s Standing as a Great Power: 1494-1815,” in Hopf, Russia’s European Choice (Palgrave 2008), 13-34.

Tim McDaniel, The Agony of the Russian Idea (Princeton 1996), 22-55 
R. Craig Nation, Black Earth, Red Star (Cornell 1992), 1-36
Ted Hopf, Social Construction of International Politics, (Cornell 2002) 1-23

3 April
Soviet Foreign Policy 1917-85, Part One

8 April
Soviet Foreign Policy 1917-85, Part Two and



Discussion of:



Leffler,Westad Podcasts from Mershon

Daniel Yergin, Shattered Peace. The Origins of the Cold War and the National Security State (Houghton Mifflin 1977), 17-41
George F. Kennan, “The Long Telegram, February 22, 1946, Moscow,” in Thomas H. Etzold, ed. Containment. Documents on American Policy and Strategy, 1945-1950 (Columbia 1978), 49-63

Hopf, Social Construction, 39-151 (Skim)

Vladislav Zubok and Constantine Pleshakov, Inside the Kremlin’s Cold War (Harvard 1996), 174-209
Hopf, “Moscow’s Foreign Policy, 1945-2000: Identities, Institutions, and Interests,” in Ron Suny, ed. The Cambridge History of Russia: Volume III, The Twentieth Century (Cambridge 2007), 662-705
Hopf, Reconstructing the Cold War, Book Ms. Chs 2 and 3
10 April
The Gorbachev Revolution

15 April
Discussion of:

Victor A. Kremenyuk, “The Cold War as Cooperation,” in Manus I. Midlarsky and John Vasquez, eds. From Rivalry to Cooperation: Russian and American Perspectives on the Post-Cold War Era (HarperCollins 1994), 3-25 
Allen Lynch, The Soviet study of international relations (Cambridge 1989), xv-xliv 
Robert G. Kaiser, Why Gorbachev Happened (Touchstone 1992), 21-48 


Hopf, Peripheral Visions, 89-100, 106-14
17 April
Yeltsin’s Foreign Policy, 1991-2000
22 April
Putin’s Foreign Policy, 2001-8

24 April
Discussion of:



Rosalind Marsh, “The Nature of Russia’s Identity: The Theme of ‘Russia

and the West’ in Post-Soviet Culture,” Nationalities Papers 35:3 (July

2007), 555-78
James Richter, “Russian Foreign Policy and the Politics of National Identity,” in  Celeste Wallander, ed. Sources of Russian Foreign Policy after the Cold War, 69-93



Andrew D. Buck, “Elite Networks and Worldviews During the Yeltsin

Years,” Europe-Asia Studies 59:4 (June 2007), 643-61 



Hopf, Social Construction, 153-257

Allen Lynch, “The Realism of Russia’s Foreign Policy,” Europe-Asia Studies, Vol. 53, No. 1 (January 2001), 7-31

John O’Loughlin, Gearoid O Tuathail, and Vladimir Kolossov, “A ‘Risky Westward Turn’? Putin’s 9-11 Script and Ordinary Russians,” Europe-Asia Studies 56:1 (January 2004), 3-34  
Samuel Charap, “Inside Out: Domestic Political Change and Foreign Policy in Vladimir Putin’s First Term, Demokratizatsiia 2007 


Nodari Simonia, “The West’s Energy Security and the Role of Russia,” Russia in Global Affairs, vol. 2, no. 3 (July/September 2004), pp. 101-117.

29 April
Russia, Europe, and China
1 May

Discussion of:

Hiski Haukkala, “A Norm-Maker or a Norm-Taker? The Changing Normative Parameters of Russia’s Place in Europe,” in Hopf, Russia’s European Choice, 35-56.

Derek Averre, “’Sovereign Democracy’ and Russia’s Relations with the European Union,” Demokratizatsiya 2007 

Vadim Kononenko, “Boundaries of Sovereigny, Frontiers of Integration: Rethinking ‘Conflict’ between Russia and the EU,” in Hopf, Russia’s European Choice, 187-213

Sergei Medvedev, “The Stalemate in Russia-EU Relations: Between ‘Sovereignty’ and ‘Europeanization’,” in Hopf, Russia’s European Choice, 215-32

William D. Jackson, “Russia and the Council of Europe: Perils of Premature Admission,” Problems of Post-Communism 51:5 (September/October 2004), 23-33 

Michael D. Cohen, “Russia and the European Union: An Outlook for

Collaboration and Competition in European Natural Gas Markets,” Demokratizatsiya 2007  


Stephen Kotkin, “Mongol Commonwealth? Exchange and Governance across the Post-Mongol Space,” Kritika, vol. 8, no. 3 (Summer 2007) 487-531.

Vladimir Shlapentokh, China in the Russian Mind Today: Ambivalence and Defeatism,” Europe-Asia Studies 55:1 (January 2007), 1-21 
Marlene Laruelle, “The Two Faces of Contemporary Eurasianism: An Imperial Version of Russian Nationalism,” Nationalities Papers 32:1 (March 2004), 115-36  
Jeanne L. Wilson, ‘Strategic Partners: Russian-Chinese Relations and the July 2001 Friendship Treaty,’ Problems of Post-Communism 49:3 (May/June 2002), 3-13. 

Chien-peng Chung, “China and the Institutionalization of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization,” Problems of Post-Communism 53:5 (September/October 2006), 3-14 

6 May

Russia and the Commonwealth of Independent States
8 May

Film to be Selected
13 May
Russia and the Baltic States

15 May
Discussion of:

Edwin Poppe and Louk Hagendoorn, “Types of Identification among Russians in the ‘Near Abroad’,” Europe-Asia Studies 53:1 (2001), 57-71
Richard Rose and Neil Munro, “ Do Russians See Their Future in Europe or the CIS?,” Europe-Asia Studies 60:1 (January 2008), 49-66

Gregory Gleason, “Inter-State Cooperation in Central Asia from the CIS to the Shanghai Forum,” Europe-Asia Studies, 53:7 (2001), 1077-95

Graeme P. Herd, “Colorful Revolutions and the CIS: ‘Manufactured’ versus ‘Managed’ Democracy?” Problems of Post-Communism 52:2 (March/April 2005), 3-18

Triin Vihalemm and Anu Massu, “(Re)Construction of Collective Identities after the Dissolution of the Soviet Union: The Case of Estonia,” Nationalities Papers 35:1 (March 2007), 71-91 
Lisa C. Fein, “Symbolic Boundaries and National Borders: The Construction of an Estonian Russian Identity,” Nationalities Papers 33:3 (September 2005), 333-44 

Viatcheslav Morozov, The Baltic States in Russian Foreign Policy Discourse, Working Paper 8/2001, Copenhagen Peace Research Institute 
20 May
Russia and the Caucasus
22 May
Russia and Central Asia

27 May
Discussion of:
Svante E.Cornell, “Cooperation and Conflict in the North Caucasus,” in Tunç Aybak, Politics of the Black Sea (Tauris, 2001),  181-258, skimming 194-99, 206-37

Roy Allison, “Regionalism, Regional Structures, and Security Management in Central Asia,” International Affairs (London), Vol. 80, No. 3 (May 2004), pp. 463-83.

Theresa Sabonis-Helf, “The Unified Energy Systems of Russia (RAO-UES) and in Central Asia and the Caucasus: Nets of Interdependence,” Demokratizatsiya 2007 
Jeronim Perovic, “From Disengagement to Active Economic Competition: Russia’s Return to the South Caucasus and Central Asia,” Demokratizatsiya  

Charles E. Ziegler, “The Russian Diaspora in Central Asia: Russia’s Compatriots and Russia’s Foreign Policy,” Demokratizatsiya 2006 
Gregroy Gleason, “The Uzbek Expulsion of U.S. Forces and Realignment in Central Asia,” Problems of Post-Communism 53:2 (March/April 2006), 49-60 

Yusin Lee, “Toward a New International Regime for the Caspian Sea,” Problems of Post-Communism, 52:3 (May/June 2005), 37-48 

29 May
Russia and Belarus, Ukraine, and Moldova



John Lowenhardt, “The OSCE, Moldova and Russian Diplomacy in

2003,” Journal of Communist Studies and Transitional Politics 20:4 (December 2004), 103-12 

Stephen White, Margot Light, and John Lowenhardt, "Belarus, Moldova and Ukraine: Looking East or Looking West?" Perspectives on European Politics & Society 2:2, (August 2001), 289-304
Stephen Shulman, “The Contours of Civic and Ethnic National Identification in Ukraine,” Europe-Asia Studies 56:1 (January 2004), 35-56 
Grigory Ioffe, “Understanding Belarus: Economy and Political Landscape,” Europe-Asia Studies 56:1 (January 2004), 85-118
Resources

The following incomplete list of resources should be reflected in your final papers
Center for Slavic and East European Studies, OSU

Film Lending Library

Journals to Read

Demokratizatsiya

Central Asian Survey

Europe-Asia Studies

Problems of Post-Communism

National Identities

Nationalities Papers

Journal of Communist Studies and Transition Politics

SINGLE MOST IMPORTANT WEB RESOURCE

Radio Liberty/Radio Free Europe, the single most important English-language source

Subscribe by emailing: listmanager@list.rferl.org
Second most important website:

http://www.csis.org/ruseura/ponars/
http://www.res.ethz.ch/analysis/rad/
Official Websites

Armenia

http://www.armeniaforeignministry.am/
other official websites

http://www.eurasianet.org/resource/armenia/links/government.shtml
Azerbaijan

http://www.eurasianet.org/resource/azerbaijan/index.shtml
statistical offices

Georgia

http://www.eurasianet.org/resource/georgia/index.shtml
Kazakhstan

http://www.eurasianet.org/resource/kazakhstan/index.shtml
Kyrgyzstan

http://www.eurasianet.org/resource/kyrgyzstan/index.shtml
Tajikistan

http://www.eurasianet.org/resource/tajikistan/index.shtml
Turkmenistan

http://www.eurasianet.org/resource/turkmenistan/index.shtml
Uzbekistan

http://www.eurasianet.org/resource/uzbekistan/index.shtml
The government claims to have an English site

http://www.gov.uz/
State Department: maps, basic information, and some US gov.-sponsored reports.  

Also includes links to local embassies and local initiatives. 

Armenia

http://www.state.gov/p/eur/ci/am/
Azerbaijan

http://www.state.gov/p/eur/ci/aj/
Belarus

http://www.state.gov/p/eur/ci/bo/
Estonia

http://www.state.gov/p/eur/ci/en/
Georgia

http://www.state.gov/p/eur/ci/gg/
Latvia

http://www.state.gov/p/eur/ci/lg/
Lithuania

http://www.state.gov/p/eur/ci/lh/
Moldova

http://www.state.gov/p/eur/ci/md/
Russia

http://www.state.gov/p/eur/ci/rs/
Ukraine

http://www.state.gov/p/eur/ci/up/
Website of statistical agencies for your country

http://www.census.gov/main/www/stat_int.html
Other websites of interest

Transitions, weekly English language journal from Prague

http://www.tol.cz. 

Something like msn.com for Russia in English

http://www.ticketsofrussia.ru/russia/
New Russia project run by Prof. Rhee from Armstrong University.  Includes a searchable database.

http://members.aol.com/RAmann2996/new_russia.html
Public Opinion Foundation.  It includes news and reports on Russia and NIS related topics.

http://english.fom.ru/
European Internet network. Includes links to all of the countries in the region and provides news links in English.

http://www.europeaninternet.com/russia/
News from Russia and some other countries from the region.

http://www.friends-partners.org/oldfriends/mes/russia.html
University of Birmingham project on Russia.

http://www.crees.bham.ac.uk/research/cmil/
Moscow News (English language Russian weekly newspaper from Moscow)

St. Petersburg Times  http://www.sptimes.ru.  (English language Russian weekly newspaper from Petersburg)

http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/commonwealth/comm_indep_states_ref_00.jpg
25-30 page Final Paper

The final paper has five distinct parts.


First, you must sign up for a country no later than 1 April.


Part I  Your country: its geography, short history, demographics, economic profile, social and cultural features of significance  (3-5 pages)

Part II  Your country’s revolutionary experience, how it was situated in the Russian Empire prior to the 1917 Revolution, how the revolution unfolded there, how it was incorporated into the Soviet Union (3 pages)

Part III  Your country’s experience while in the Soviet Union: its demographic, economic, and political history  (3-5 pages)

Part IV  How your country gained its independence, and how the last 15 years have passed in terms of demographics, economics, politics, and foreign relations, with Russia, and with its neighbors, and with Great Powers, such as Europe, the US, China, and farther afield. (5-10 pages)


Part V  Your country’s current relations with Russia and prospects for future relations, given all the above. (3-5 pages)


The paper will be fully footnoted, with page references, double-spaced, 2.5cm margins, references attached. Send as  a Word document via email by 7 June, Noon.
Use of web resources: No more than 20% of your citations may be from web-based sources. All the rest, or 80%, must be retrievable in hard copy, whether journal articles, books, or government documents. That said, attached to this syllabus is a list of websites worthy of your attention; many contain links to additional sites, as well.

Use of written materials:  I have attached a list of journals you might start with for your research. But you need not and should not limit yourself to them. As far as books are concerned UNIVERSITY PRESS BOOKS are almost always to be preferred to any other publisher, and you should definitely start your research with them. I have in mind 

Cambridge/Oxford/Princeton/Harvard/Yale/Columbia/Cornell/Michigan/Chicago/California University Press (you get the idea) as opposed to Free/Random House/Basic/Beacon/Penguin  (you get that picture, too)


Keep in mind that some of the best additional sources are to be found in the footnotes of your sources and from readings for class.

I expect that every journal listed above in the suggested resources section will be exhaustively mined for articles relevant to your paper.

Grades will not be based on the mere listing of facts, but rather on the integration of relevant facts into a coherent set of arguments about your country’s foreign relations with Russia.

